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‘Kafan mein jeb nahi hoti...: Mann
cautions police officers on ‘graft’

Conclucting a rnajor recruitment drive, state police strength to cross one lakh soon: CM
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MAN AMAN SINGH GHHINA
CHANDIGARH, OCTOBER 28

PUNJAB CHIEF Minister
Bhagwant Singh Mann Tuesday
cautioned the state police force
against corruption saying that
when the end comies, even the
accumulated wealth is of no use.

“Jitne marjiikatthe karlo paise,
heere, moti, magar khyaal rahe
kafan mein jeb nahi hoti
(Accumulate as much money
and jewels as you wish, but re-
member that there are no pock-
ets in a shroud). People who
came before us have left the
world. Even Alexander, who con-
guered the world, had to leave.
All of us will leave this world one
day. People will remember us
only if we have done good
works. If not, your name will fig-
ure in their [investigating agen-
cies] list,” Mann said.

Without taking the name of
Deputy Inspector General (DIG)
Harcharan Singh Bhullar, who
was arrested recently in a cor-
ruption case, Mann said the force
needs to performits duties hon-
estly and diligently.

Punjab CM Bhagwant Mann during the inauguration of the
training workshop for state police’s investigation officers, in
Patiala, Tuesday. @Bhagwantiiann

“There are such people (black
sheep)inall fields. A person who
is hungry can be satiated, but a
person who is greedy by nature
can never be satisfied. There is
no end to it how much cash you
collect in bags. That is akin to im-
prisoning Goddess Lakshmi.
And, when you do this, where
can you run away to,” Mann
asked.

The €BI, which arrested

Bhullar-on October 16, had re-

covered Rs 7.5 crore in cash
packed in bags and suitcases,
over 2.5 kg of gold, and docu-
ments pertaining to at least 50
properties from his residence.
Bhullar was suspended and is
currently in judicial custody. A
co-accused in the case, Krishanu
Sharda, who was allegedly the

middleman for Bhullar, isalsoin
Jjudicial custody. They were ar-
rested on a complaint lodged by
Fatehgarh Sahib-based scrap
dealer who alleged that he was
being forced to pay a bribe to
Bhullar to settle a 2023 FIR
lodged against him at Sirhind
police station.

Meanwhile, Speaking at the
inaugural programme for the
Residential Certified Investigator
Course at the Rajiv Gandhi
National University of Law in
Patiala, Mann said the strength
of the state police will scon cross
one lakh as the government is
conducting a major recruitment
drive. He said the police strength
in the year 2000 was around
80,000 and remains nearly the
same even today, despite in-
creasing challenges. “None of the
previous governments paid at-
tention to the issue, but we are
filling vacancies and expanding
the force. Today, a new and sig-
nificant initiative is being under-
taken with 730 investigating of-
ficers participating in this
workshop," Mann said.

He said it is essential to train
police officers to deal with crim-

inals using advanced methods,
adding that drug traffickers in
the past often escaped convic-
tion by exploiting legal loopholes
and political interference.

The CM said such interfer-
ence has now ended, and the

' state government is working in

close coordination with the
Centre.

He said the course will equip
investigating and supervisory of-
ficers with professional expert-
ise in handling drug-related
cases under the Narcotic Drugs
and Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act to ensure traffickers
donot escape conviction. During
the training, police officers will
be familiarised with the required
procedures, legal aspects, and
technical nuances essential for
the effective investigation of
drug-related crimes.

The training will cover 27
batches of police officers, he said,
adding officers will gain spe-
cialised skills in case preparation
and prosecution, and will also be
trained to identify behavioural
changes among drug abusers
and understand the mindset of
traffickers.
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Work honestly even bags full of cash can’t
satisfy one’s hunger: Mann to state pohce

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

PATIALA, OCTOBER 28

Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann on Tuesday asked the
state police to work honestly
and diligently, cautioning
that a greedy person’s
hunger couldn’t be satiated
even if one kept “collecting
bags full of cash”.

He said corruption was unac-
ceptable but some people for-
got that they had to pay price
of their deeds. The CM said
this during the launch of a six-
day investigator course for the
state police at Rajiv Gandhi
National University of Law:

In a veiled reference to sus-
pended Ropar Range DIG HS
Bhullar, who was arrested by
the CBI on corruption charges,
he said one or two black sheep
always brought “disrepute” to
the entire force.

*“Those busy minting mon-

A police officer greets CM Bhagwant Mann during a programme in Patiala on Tuesday.RAJESH SACHAR

ey forget that they have to
surely pay for their deeds as
corruption is unacceptable,”
he added.

The CM’s remarks came
days after Punjab Governor
Gulab Chand Kataria took a

dig at the Punjab Government
over the arrest of Bhullar, say-
ing it was “unfortunate” that
despite having an elaborate
administrative set-up, it was
unable to detect corruption.
He had said that the DIG’s

arrest and subsequent recov-
ery of cash and valuables from
him called for introspection.

Minister Balbir Singh and
Vice-Chancellor Jai Shankar
Singh were present on the
occasion.
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Pﬁnjab CM accuses BJP of
‘defaming’ State’s farmers

Citing national capital’s poor AQI despite no stubble burning in Punjab, CM Mann says this is a

‘planned conspiracy’; alleges Centre is not giving any alternative; ‘PM busy electioneering in Bihar’

The Hindu: Bureaun
CHANDIGARH -

unjab Chief Minis-

ter Bhagwant

Mann on Tuesday
criticised the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP), saying
that the party is defaming
the State’s farmers by
blaming them for the air
pollution in Delhi. This is a
“part of a planned conspi-
racy”, he said.

Mr. Mann was address-
ing the media here after
chairing a Cabinet meet-
ing.

‘Haryana not named?’

Responding to a question,
he said that as a part of a
“planned comnspiracy” in
the name of “stubble burn-
ing”, Punjab is being de-
famed for pollution in the
national capital, whereas
the reality is entirely diffe-

¥ 4
CM Bhagwant Mann in Patiala on Tuesday during a training
workshop for Punjab Police investigation officers. PTI

rent. Mr. Mann said those
blaming the State forget
that Haryana lies between
Punjab and Delhi, and
“they don’t name Haryana
for the issue™.

Mr. Mann alsa ques-
tioned the current poor
AQI of Delhi even when
there are no cases of paddy
straw burning in Punjab.
He said the State’s farmers
are being defamed even as
no alternative is being of-

fered by the Cenitre.

If smmoke has to travel to
Delhi from Punjab, the
wind should blow from
north to south, which is
not the case right now, he
added. “Moreover, 70-80%
of the crop has not yet ar-
rived in the mandis,” he
said.

He added, “Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi can en-
sure ceasefire at the inter-
national level, but is least

bothered about this major
issue involving several
States.””

Mr. Mann also criticised
the Union government for
meting out “stepmotherly™
treatment to the State vis-a-
vis the recent floods. He
said Punjab is yet to receive
1,600 crore flood relief
announced by the PM.

He added that he has
not been able to meet the
PM as he is “busy in elec-
tioneering” in Bihar.

Mr. Mann said as several
political parties are raising
objections over the special
intensive revision (SIR) be-
ing undertaken by the
Election Comimmission of In-
dia (EC), the Constitutional
body must clear the doubis
over it. He said the EC’s ac-
tions should not appear to
be “vote theft aimed at
muzzling the voice of de-
mocracy’’.
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‘A shroud has no pockets,;’
CM Mann cautions cops.

Karam Prakash
letterschd@hindustantimes.com

PATIALA: Chief minister Bhag-
want Singh Mann, on Tuesday,
asked Punjab Police persormnmel to
perforin their duties honest_ly
and diligentiy.

Speaking at the inaugural ses-
sion of the'residential certified
investigator course for Punjab
police personnel at the Rajiv
Gandhi WNational University of
Law (RGINUL), Patiala, thhe CMV
said that there are "black sheep’
in every field, and sometimes
incidents occur that etmbarrass
the entire department.

“In such cases, there is not
much thhat can be donte. Nowa-
days, there are such people
(black sheep) in every field. A
person who is hungry can be
satiated, but a person who is
greedy can mever be satisfied.
There is no end to how much
cash one can collect in bags.
Thatis akin to imprisoning God-
dess LLakshhmi — and when you
do that, where can you run away
to? Miann said.

His caveat comes days after
DIG BHopar yange Harcharan
Singh Bhullar was suspenided
following his arrest by the Cen-
iral Bureau of Invesitigation (CBI)
in a graft case.

Pun_]ab CM Bhagwant Viann durmg the mauguratlon of a police
training workshop in Patiala on Tuesday. P

A CBI raid bad led to the
recovery of over 7.5 crore in
cash and goild from Bhu]lar S res-
idence.

Mann went on to add that
people will remmember us only if
we -do good deeds; otherwise,
your name will figure in the list
of investigating agencies.

“Jitne marzi ikatthe kario
paise, heere, moti, magaryr khyaal
rahe kafan mein jeb nahi hoti
(Collect as much money and jew-
els as you wish, but remember
that there are mno pocketits in a
shroud),” the CM added, while
addressing a gathering which

included a total of 730 investigat-
ing officers who will participate
in the six-day workshop.

The training will focus on taik-
ing action against drug trafiiclc
ers and smugglers under the
NDPS Act, Mann said, adding
thatitis essential to train police
officers to deal with criminals
who are adopiing newer and
more advanced technigues.

The CM added that with the
Bharatiyva Nyaya Sanhita (BINS)
replacing the Indian Penal Code
(dPC), several legal procedures
have changed, mmaking such
fraining even more crucial.
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