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CHIEF JUSTICE of India (CI)
SturyaKant Tuesdaytoldyoung
[awyers tosee themselves not
metelyas"case builders' butas
"nation builders"and asktherrr
selves alarger, more enduring
questionwhatisheroleofa
lawyerinacountry ke India.

Addressingtheseventhoorr
vocaon ceremony o the Ral
Gandhi National University of
Law (RGNUL), the CJT said,
“Bery genetation teceives the
tepublicunfinished. Our Consti
futionisnotamonmentcast
stone, It is an ingenious biue-
print, Thecourtsgiveitnterpre-
tation, the institutions givet

structure, but you, my deat
youngones, mustgivedtife. You
must decide what India be
comesnext’,

The CTT said whenevet he
has the privilege of addressing
suchagoungand dynamicaud-
ence, "I must confess that 1 as-
sume most of you wiloin the
bar.

"This is more of an eamest
hope. And thisclsobrings meto
thecentralthemel wanttoshate
with youalltoday - thatevenas
advocates, you are not merely
casebulers, ouare infact e
tion builders,' hesaid.

JusticeRanttoldthegather-
ing that when many o the st
dents chose to study Law, they
might have imagined them-

selves arguing landmark cases,

drafting ntricate contracts ot
pethaps, addressing constitu-
tional benches one day, which
he said ate worthy ambitions
andthereisnothingwrong with
those, ButIwould urge youto
pauseand askalarger, moreen-
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o INDIA MODERNISING FASTER THAN ITS INSTITUTIONS CAN ADAPT., DISPUTES NO LONGER FIT NEATLY INTO FAMILIAR CATEGORIES: CONTRACTS HAVEALGORITHMS, PROPERTY INCLUDES DIGITAL ASSETS...

Dontjust be case builders) be ‘nation builders’, CJT urges young lawyers

during question - whatisthe “.

wleofalawyerinamion ke [

Indiatthismomentinishis- - |SERS
tory? Tinsist upon this, being |

wellawarethettooofen, vere- [

ducethe legal professwntoa
NATTOW exercise - Winning
cases,biling hous, mastering
procedure"hesaid, addingthat
while this certainly produces
competentpractitioners it does
not necessarily create nation
bilders,

CJ1SuryaKantat Ry Ganhi NatmnalUnwersltyof Lawin Patial.

Acasebulderfocusesonthe  pute on tomorrow' society the

dispute of the day, anation-  Cllsaid, -~ -
builder concens himselfwith 'Ihed:sﬂncﬂomsfundamm
theconsequencesoftoday'sdis-  tal-theformeristransactional,

the latter transformational, he
added.

Underscoringa young law-
yer's role in abroader context,
Justice Kant told the students
that astheystand "at the begin-
ning of your own apprentice-
ship, you are entering a world
unlike that faced by any gener-
ationbeforeyou’,

"India s modemising faster
thanitsnstitutionscancomfort-
ably adapt, Our disputes no
longer fit neatlyintofamiliarcat
egories, Contracts now nvolve
algorithms, property includes
digital assets, familisstretch
across jlurisdictions, environ-
mental casesare battles against
timefself.

"And at the centre of this

growing complexity stands the
Indian lavwyer ~ expected not
merelytoargue, buttointerpret,
toadvise toinnovateand, above
allto umanise " hesaid,

The CTunderinedthat ud
(ial eformsand moderisation
efforts would achieve a real
meaningonlywhen younglaw-
yerstranslateideasintoactionat
the grassroots evel.

Addressing the young law-
yers, he said when he speaks
about megiation, advocates for
aunified nationaljudicil pofiy,
enphasisestheneedto moder
isethecountry'Scotts, heisnot
shouting intoavoid.

"Tamspeakingdirectytoyou

- our youth, our fufure and in-
de theverybestofourhuman

resourees, And [am hoping that
someamongyouwillcarrythese
ideasforward, refinethem, chal
lenge them and ultimately,
makethemworkontheground.
Becauseitisanincontrovertible
factthat wordsspoken fromthe
bench acquite 2 meaning only
when young minds convert
themintoaction,' hesaid.
'[stress upon the discrep-
ancybetiveenacasebuilderand
anation builder, A case builder
asks, Howdo] win?' A nation
builderasks, Whatkindofasys-
tem am strengthening by the
way Iwin? A case blders sa-
isfied with technical com-
pliance, a nafion builder s con-
cemedwithjustics, aimessand
Iegitimacy;'the CMTsad.
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Uphold constitutional
values: C]JI to law grads

Anu Albert

Tinmaes News NeTwoRk

Patiala: The Chif Justice of
India, Justice Surya Kant, on
Tuesday urged graduates of
Rajiv Gandhi National Uni-
versity of Law (RGINUL) here
to uphold constitutional valu-
es and dedicate themselves to
the service of society:

Justice EKant’s statement
came during the seventh con-
vocation ceremony of the uni-
versity During the convoca-
tion, 725 students from the
2023, 2024 and 2025 batches we-
re awarded degrees in person
and in absentia.In addition,
degrees were conferred upon
two LILD students and
nine PhD scholars. The umni-
wversity also conferred the deg-
ree of Doctor of Laws (Hono-
ris Causa) upon Justice Pan-
kaj Mithal, judge, Supreme
Court of India, for outstan-
ding contribution in justice
delivery system.

Degree of Doctor of Laws
(Honoris Causa) was also con-
ferred upon Justice Rajesh
Bindal, judge, Supreme Court
of India, in recognition of his
contribution to the judiciary
and the cause of justice. The
CJI exhorted the graduating
students to embrace their role
as nation builders and custo-
dians of India’s constitutio-
nalfuture. Addressingthe stu-
dents, he observed that every
generation inherited the re-
public in an unfinished form
and had the responsibility of
shaping its future. He empha-
sised the true strength of the
Constitution laynotmerely in
judicial interpretation or in-
stitutional frameworks, butin
actions and values of lawyers.

He drew a distinction bet-

Chief Justice of India Surya Kant (Znd from R) and the chief justice of

Punjab and Haryana high court, Justice Sheel Nagu (R), during the
7th convocation of Rajiv Gandhi National University of Law

ween “‘case builders” and “na-
tiomn builders”, and cautioned
against reducing the legal
profession to a narrow pursu-
it focused solely on winning
cases or procedural expertise.
He acknowledged the impor-
tance of professional compe-
tence and stressed that Iawy-
ers must also consider the
long-term impact of their ac-
tions on justice, fairmess and
public trust in the legal sy-
stem. The CJlremarked thata
nation-building lawyer looks
beyond immediate success to
the kind of system being
strengthened through legal
practice. He highlighted the
evolving challenges faced by
lawyers in a rapidly transfor-
minglindia, wherelegaldispu-
tes increasingly intersect
with technology, digital as-
sets, environmental con-
cerns, and cross-border comp-
lexities.

Justice Kant stated that in
such times, lawyers are expec-
ted mot only to argue and advi-
se, but also to innovate, inter-
pret, and humanise law. He
underlined that judicial re-
forms and modernisation ef-

forts would achieve real mea-
ning only when young lawy-
ers translated ideas into ac-
tion at the grassroots level.

Justice Kant identified
three essential pillars for a
meaningful and enduring le-
gal career: integrity, compas-
sion, and curiosity He descri-
bed integrity as the institutio-
nal backbone of the justice sy-
stem, noting that public trust
cannot survive without ethi-
cal conduct and moral coura-
ge. Compassion, he stated, is
not contrary to the law but
fundamental to its proper
functioning. Justice risks be-
coming mechanical and hol-
low when it igmores the hu-
man realities behindlegal dis-
putes. Small but sincere acts
likelistening patiently, explai-
ning procedures, and addres-
sing power imbalances often
Play a decisive role in sustai-
ningfaith in the justice delive-
rv system, he said.

Justice Sheel Nagu, Chief
Justice of Punjab and Harva-
na high court and chancellor:,
RGNUL, emphasised the im-
portance of passion and devo-
tion in one’s chosen field.
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Chief Justice of India Surya Kant (2R) awards degres to
a student in Patiala on Tuesday. TRIBUNE PHOTO: RAIESH SACHAR

ILawyers role vital in
_natlon—buﬂdlng. (@) J |

T wE NEwWS SEmvicE
PATIALA, DECEMBER 23 —
Chief Justice of India (CJD
Justice Surya Kap:l; urged the
eraduating a‘l:l_‘!:ierrts to
take up their zcx!e:-as
pbuilders and “custodians of
India's constitutiomnal
future’. He observed that
“every generation inherits
the Republic in anunfinished
formm®”® and bears the responsi-
ility of shaping its future.
The CJI spolke about the
challenges faced by lawyers
and how integrity, compas-
sion and curiosity were the
ﬂ)l'ee essential pillars for amn
enduring legal carcer
A.ddr_essmg students at ‘the
Rajiv Gandhi Natiomal UUni-
wersity of Law, Punjab, that
hosted the seventh comvoca—
tiorm CerernoiIy, the cCJx
emphasised that “the true
strength of the Constitution
lies mot merely in judicial
interpretation, but in the
actions and wvalues - of
lawyrers'' . He drew a distine-

tion between ““case builders™
and “nation builders™.
Justice Surya EKant identi-
fied three essential pillars for
a rmeaningful and enduaring
legal career: Integrity, cormn-—
Ppassion and cuTiosity.
Earlier, 725 studenis fromm
all prog ramimes Were CcoIi-—
ferred degrees at thhe comywoocs—
from the 2023, 2024 and 2025
batches. The university also
conferred the degree of Doc-
tor of IL.aws (Honoris Causa)
LIpom J'u.shce Panlkaj NWoGthal,
Co‘l_lrt of

syrs
tem. The degree of Doctor of
Tavws (Honoris Causa) was
also cor:fe::red unpon Justice

Justice Sheel INasgu, Chief
Justice of the Punjab and
FHaryana High Court and
Chancellor, RGINUL., exnpha-
sised the irmportance of pas-
sion and devotion in one’'s
chosen fGeld.
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Young lawyers must be nation-builders: CJI

Utkarsh Anand

letterschd @ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Every generation
inherits the Republic as an
unfinished project, Chief Justice
of India (CJI) Surya Kant said on
Tuesday, urging young lawyers
to see themselves not merely as
“case builders” but as “nation
builders” who remain conscious
of how today’'s disputes shape
tomorrow’s society.

Addressing the seventh con-
vocation ceremony of the Rajiv

' Gandhi National University of
Law (RGNUL), Patiala, the CJI
said that India’s Constitution
was not a static monument buta
living blueprint whose meaning
ultimately depended on how
lawyers, judges and institutions
animated it through their work.

“Our Constitution is not a
monument cast in stoneg, itisan
ingenious blueprint. The courts
give it interpretation, institu-
tions give it structure, but you
must give it life. Yot must decide
what India becomes next,” he
said. Speaking to graduating stu-
dents, the CJI made a clear dis-
tinction between lawyers who
focus narrowly on winning cases
and those who- think more
expansively about the justice
system and its societal conse-
quences.

“4A case builder focuses on the
dispute of the day; a nation
builder concerns herself with the
consequences of today’s dispute
on tomorrow’s society,” he said,
calling the difference between
the two “fundamental”. While

CJI Surya Kant (2nd from right) gives degree to a student on the occasion of 7th convocation at
Rajiv Gandhi National University of Law in Patiala on Tuesday.

the former approach, he noted,
was transactional, the latter was
transformational.

Justice Kant cautioned

_ against reducing the legal pro-

fession to a narrow exercise of
billing hours, mastering proce-
dure, and securing victories.
Such an approach, he said,
might produce competent prac-
titioners but not necessarily law-
yers who strengthen democratic
institutions. “The question is not
whether you will build, but how
you will build,” he told the grad-
uating cohort, urging them to
reflect on the values that would
guide their professional choices.

Placing the role of young law-
yers in a broader national con-

text, the CJI said today’s gradu-
ates were entering a legal world
unlike any previous generation.
India, he said, was modernising
at a pace faster than its institu-
tions could comfortably adapt,
with disputes increasingly cut-
ting across technology, econom-
ics, science and public policy.
“Contracts now involve algo-
rithms; property includes digital
assets; families stretch across
jurisdictions; environmental
cases are battles against time
itself,” he observed. In this evolv-
ing landscape, lawyers were
expected not just to argue cases
but to interpret complex reali-
ties, advise responsibly, innovate
solutions and, above all, human-

ANI

ise the law. Justice Kant said that
his repeated calls for mediation,
judicial modernisation and a
unified national judicial policy
were not abstract ideas but
appeals directed squarely at
young lawyers who would even-
tually be responsible for carrying
these reforms forward. “Words
spoken from the Bench acquire
meaning only when young
minds convert them into action,”
he said.

Drawing from over four dec-
ades in the legal profession, the
CJ outlined what he described
as three pillars essential for
careers that endure and truly
matter -- integrity, compassion
and curiosity. Integrity, he said,

was not merely a personal virtue
but institutional infrastructure.
A justice system, he warned,
could survive inefficiency but

not the erosion of trust. "Cun-

ning may win you applause fora
season, but integrity earns you
credibility for a lifetime,” the CJI
said.

The second pillar, compas-
sion, Justice Kant described as
essential to preventing justice
from becoming mechanical and
hollow. Drawing on experiences
from both the Bar and the
Bench, he spoke of instances
where rigid adherence to proce-
dure would have prolonged suf-
fering, as well as moments
where restraint, rather than
urgency, best served dignity and
fairness. “Compassion does not
mean abandoning principle or
lowering standards. It means
recognising that the law exists
for people, not paperwork,” he
said.

The third pillar, curiosity, Jus-
tice Kant described as the engine
that keeps the law responsive in
arapidly changing world. Legal
education, he said, was only a
foundation, and lawyers who
stopped learning would quickly
become irrelevant. He urged stu-
dents to engage thoughtfully
with technology. learning to har-
ness it without surrendering
judgment. Concluding his
address, Justice Kant returned to
the idea with which he began —
that the Constitution was not
self-executing and depended on
those who worked within it to
give it meaning.
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