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Expedite delivery of justice: Guv

Says advocates should reserve 25% of their time for poor |

RAVNEET SINGH
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PATIALA, NOVEMBER 3

Punjab Governor Banwarilal

Purohit today said delivery of

justice in India is slow and
there is a serious need to
expedite it. He was speaking
at the inaugural ceremony of
a threeday International
Conference: Securing Justice
to Victims of Crime. The con-
ference is being held at Rajiv
Gandhi National University
of Law in collaboration with
Indian Society of Victimolo-
gy (ISV) and World Society of
Victimology.

He said in the present times,
court cases are carried on for
vears. “Cases get delayed for
long and something must be
done about it,” he said.

He cited a 1978 story when
he was approached by some
poor people for help. He said,
“We stopped government
action against them and then
18 persons, including me,

 were prosecuted in the case. .

'The trial began in 1978 and
continued till 2015 when we
were acquitted.” He said the
lacuna in the case was that
the magistrate said a
chargesheet would be filed in
presence of all 18 accused in
the case. “That never hap-
pened and the case got pro-
\longed By the time of the

Govemor Banwarilal Purohrt. Justice JR Midha and VC Prof GS Bajpal
at the Rajiv Gandhi National University of Law, Patiala. RAUESH SACHAR
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Judgement 15 had a]ready
died. The remaining three
were acquitted,” he said.
Healso gave an example of
a woman he had pardoned
before attending the confer-

ence. He said the woman

had spent 12 years behind
bars while her court case
still continued. “She had

already spent a term equiva-

lent to a life term in jail. She
deserved a pardon,” he said
and added that there was a
need to be sympathetic.

_He exhorted law students

and advocates to read a lot.

“You should cultlvate the
habit of reading if you want to
deliver justice,” he said.

The governor said legal
assistance must be provided
to the poor. “Senior advocates
should be large-hearted.
They should reserve 25 per
cent of their total time for
poor people,” he said.

RGNUL Vice Chancellor
and ISV president Professor
GS Bgjpai discussed the need
to advance the cause of victi-

' mology. He said, “Evolving

victim justice must work on
the untapped domain of

criminology. Countries with
high crime rates have an
inverse relationship with
happiness. Victimology has
to promote happiness quo-
tient, enhance public safety,
ensure peace and harmony
and facilitate achievement of
constitutional goals.”

Justice JR Midha, former ,
Delhi High Court Judge and
a distinguished RGNUL Pro-
fessor, said, “The contempo-
rary criminal justice system
paradigm focuses on punish-
ing crime through incarcera-
tion to reset the moral bal-
ance. This paradigm ignores
the voice and needs of the
most impacted victims. The
pervasive problem of victimi-
sation is inability to address
the needs of the victims.”

‘Handbook of Laws and
Case Laws for Victims_of
Crime’, authored by Pro-
fessor GS Bajpai, and
‘Journal of Victimology
and Victim Justice’ were
released on the occasion.

Priyank Kanoongo, Chair-
person, National Commis-
sion for Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR), New Delhi,
Professor BB Pande, Nation- |
al Law University, Delhi, Pro-
fessor Peter Schafer, Treasur- |
er, World Society of |
/Victimology and others were

re'sent on the occasxon f'/
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PATIALA : Punjab
Governor Banwarilal S
Purohit, presided over
the 3-day International
Conference “Securing
Justice to Victims of
Crime” organised

by the Centre for
Criminology,
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Banwarilal Purohit inaugurates 3-day >
International Conference at RGNUL

RAWEL BHINDER
PATIALA,NOV.3

Shri BanwarilalPurohit,
Governor  of  Punjab,
presided over the 3-day In-
ternational Conference (3-
5 November 2022) “Secur-

ing Justice to Victims of

Crime” organised by the
Centre for Criminology,
Criminal Justice and Victi-
mology (CCV), Rajiv
Gandhi National University
of Law, Punjab in collabo-
ration with Indian Society
of Victimology (ISV)and
World Society of Victimol-
ogy (WSV). The Eighth In-
ternational and Twelfth Bi-
ennial Conference of the In-
dian Society of Victimolo-
gy on “Securing Justice to
Victims of Crime” com-
menced with the inaugural

Session. Shri  Banwari-
lalPurohit, Governor of

Punjab, deliberated on the
Indian justice system. He
claborated on relationship
between accused and the
state in liberal democracies.
Shri  Purohit said,"Victi-

mology is a language of

empathy. It is high time that
the victimological founda-
tions must find a place in
our criminal justice admin-
istration.” Mr. Purohit cited
the Hon'ble Supreme Court
of India while alluding to

the case of Jagjeet Singh v.
Ashish Mishra.

He exhorted lawyers to
reserve time for providing
legal aid to the poor and un-
derprivileged. He empha-
sized that cognitive training
of functionaries and appro-
priate framework for em-
pirical investigation of vic-
timization of vulnerables
could be plausible alterna-
tives to avoid delay in jus-
tice. Trial delays thwart the

safety of victims deprived
of justice. He narrated in-

stances from the court of

King Vikramaditya and Ja-
hangir. He congratulated
CCV, RGNUL for organis-
ing conference on pertinent

issue related to the rights of

victims of justice.”] am

sure that deliberations of
the conference in form of

paper would aid the
processes of justice,” Shri
Purohit said.

Prof. G. S. Bajpai, Pres-
ident, Indian Society of vic-
timology (ISV) and Vice-
Chancellor RGNUL, Pun-
jab welcomed the guests
and delegates to the confer-
ence.

In his presidential ad-
dress, Prof.Bajpai reiterated
the need to advance the
cause of victimology. He
dwelled on the rights of vic-
tims of justice.
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